Girlguiding UK Position Statements

Guidance Notes

What is a position statement?
A position statement provides an agreed form of words to explain Girlguiding UK’s position on a particular topic for the benefit of a range of audiences. 

These topics may originate from guiding policy (e.g. no.22 – The Promise and the Law) or from wider public policy (e.g. no.24 Extended services in schools). 

The one thing in common with all these issues is that they are topics we may reasonably be expected to comment upon as they are relevant to our central purpose as a youth organisation.

What do Girlguiding UK’s position statements provide?

Girlguiding UK’s position statements offer an agreed form of words on the following topics:
	1.
	Violence against women (Proactive)
	2.
	Sexual orientation (Reactive)
	3.
	Girls and drugs (Proactive)

	4.
	Environment (Reactive)
	5.
	Use of school premises (Proactive)
	6.
	Women in society (Proactive)

	7.
	Obesity in children and adolescents (Proactive)
	8.
	Child protection (Proactive)
	9.
	Government support for the voluntary sector (Proactive)

	10.
	Youth participation (Proactive)
	11.
	Adolescent pregnancies (Reactive)
	12.
	Sex and relationships education (Proactive)

	13.
	Abortion (Reactive)
	14.
	Volunteers aged over 65 (Reactive)
	15.
	The essence of modern guiding (Proactive)

	16.
	Modern guiding and the ambitions of women today (Proactive)
	17.
	Representing the views of girls and young women (Proactive)
	18.
	The modernity and relevance of our girl-led programme (Proactive)

	19.
	The role of adult volunteers (Proactive)
	20.
	Access for all – promoting diversity (Proactive)
	21.
	The Promise and the Law: our framework of values (Reactive)

	22.
	Guiding and religion (Reactive)
	23.
	Guiding and the Monarchy (Reactive)
	24.
	Extended services in schools (Proactive)

	25.
	Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto (Proactive)
	26.
	Things to do, places to go (Proactive)
	27. 
	Local engagement (Proactive)

	28. 
	Safety at International Camps (Reactive)
	29. 
	Waiting to Join Lists (Reactive)
	30. 
	Safeguarding Risk (Reactive)

	31.
	Safe girl-only space (Reactive)
	32. 
	Ethical partnerships

(Proactive)
	33. 
	National Citizen Service (Proactive)

	34.
	Data protection (Proactive)
	35. 
	Social networking

(Proactive)
	
	


Why have the statements been produced?
The policy statements have been produced to enable you to feel confident when:

· Communicating the views that underpin Girlguiding UK’s position on issues that might be of interest, concern or relevance to a range of audiences

· Educating stakeholders about Girlguiding UK policy.

· Responding to enquiries from a wide range of stakeholders about Girlguiding UK’s position on certain reoccurring topics.

Who or what are Girlguiding UK stakeholders?
Girlguiding UK stakeholders include any person or organisation with an interest or link to our work. At all levels (division, county, regional and national), stakeholders can include young members, adult volunteers, MPs, civil servants, journalists, head teachers, donors and parents etc. 

How the policy statements should be used

The statements are designed to be used – without the need to seek permission - as they are. They can also be adapted to apply to specific division, county, regional or national situations. 

Each statement is marked proactive or reactive.
Proactive policy statements

These statements can be used by volunteers and staff in conversations, speeches, presentations, proposals, interviews, meetings or written articles and when responding to an enquiry about Girlguiding UK.

If you wish to make an alteration that changes the sense of any statement, please check the revisions with Girlguiding UK’s PR and Public Affairs team.

Reactive policy statements
These statements should only be used to respond to a specific request for information about our position on a certain topic.

For more information, and the full text of reactive statements, please contact Girlguiding UK’s PR and Public Affairs team.

Using part of a statement

It will not always be necessary to use the whole of a position statement when proactively targeting a particular audience or when reactively responding to enquiries. Therefore it is perfectly acceptable to use part of a statement, or a combination of statements to support your message. The only stipulation is that any wording used should always be drawn from these approved position statements.

Reviewing the statements
The statements are reviewed annually by the Marketing and Communications Committee prior to being approved by the Executive Committee. This annual review process takes place each September.

To take into account the dynamic nature of the external debate it may be necessary to amend or add statements in-between annual reviews. If you feel that an issue is either re-occurring frequently in discussion with stakeholders, or has arisen as a direct result of external events (e.g. incidences reported in the media) then contact the Policy and Public Affairs Manager who will be able to advise whether an interim statement should be produced.

Distribution list
· The Executive Committee

· Regional Chiefs

· County Commissioners

· Country, region and county volunteer Public Relations Advisors (PRAs)

· CHQ, trading and TAC staff

Contact details for the PR and Public Affairs team

For further information or clarification, please contact Kaisu Fagan, PR and Public Affairs Manager on tel: 020 7592 1803 (direct) or email kaisu.fagan@girlguiding.org.uk.
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PROACTIVE POSITION STATEMENTS 2010-11
	Position number
	Issue
	Position

	1
	Violence against women

Proactive with target audiences
	Girlguiding UK condemns all violence. We support measures designed to combat violence, particularly violence directed towards women and girls. As an organisation we offer the advantages of an enjoyable and safe environment for girls and young women in which they can develop a healthy self-esteem. We urge the Government to look at ways in which to support organisations such as ours that offer safe, out-of-school places for girls and women to meet, socialise and develop their skills.

	3
	Girls and drugs

Proactive with target audiences
	Girlguiding UK strongly condemns all use of illegal drugs and urges the Government to do more to target and inform those at risk, who are at a particularly vulnerable and impressionable age, about the dangers of drugs. By developing self-esteem and self-confidence, girls are more able to resist peer pressure and make decisions for themselves. We value the work of specialist agencies that work in this area and believe in facilitating girls’ access to the advice and support they need.

	5


	Use of school premises
Proactive


	Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units are entirely dependent on their own subscriptions and fund-raising efforts. Therefore, we are concerned that the positive learning experiences offered by Girlguiding UK are threatened by the cost of hiring school premises. Girlguiding UK can add significant value by complementing extended schools provision. Local authorities can enable Girlguiding UK to continue to make this contribution by taking a strategic approach to charging for the use of facilities. We acknowledge that members of Girlguiding UK benefit from being able to use school premises and we are happy to contribute to the costs of using facilities. However we believe that this contribution should be at the minimum level consistent with schools being able to offer facilities and should not make a net contribution to school funds.

Girlguiding UK understands that schools need to be confident that anyone in contact with children on their premises does not pose a threat to them but we believe, given that all our volunteers undertaking regulated activity  undergo both criminal record disclosure checks and Girlguiding UK’s own stringent reference check procedures, that requests for further information or checks should be proportionate.  

	6
	Women in society

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK supports efforts for the increased representation of women throughout public life. Girlguiding UK helps to equip girls and young women with the vital skills for self-advancement. We do this by widening their career horizons through a range of initiatives and by providing opportunities to participate in topical debate, and work to make a positive difference in society and to the environment. We are proud that our members benefit from increased confidence and self-esteem, which helps them to take their places as active world citizens.

However, in December 2008 we published Active Citizenship – Girls Shout Out! a survey of our members aged 14-25. This report revealed that although young women today care passionately about a range of issues they also harbour a deep disillusionment in the power of politics to affect the change they seek.

We believe that today’s young women have enormous potential to promote change at a local, national and international level. This belief is further backed up with the results of our 2007 Women in the Lead survey which showed that an amazing two thirds of award-winning women have previously been a Brownie, Guide or member of the Senior Section. 

Therefore we call upon all those involved in public life to ensure that they play their role in providing opportunities to enable young women to exercise their power and make their voices heard.

	7
	Obesity in children and adolescents

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK believes that the rise in obesity of children and adolescents is an issue that affects all Government, Youth and Education bodies. Girlguiding UK actively promotes healthy lifestyles for children and adolescents through its varied programme of activities and its published resources and believes that it can assist in educating and encouraging a healthy lifestyle that will assist in the reduction of obesity. The combination of Girlguiding UK’s ability to reach girls and young women nationwide from 5 to 25 with the quality of our publications and activities, including the Healthy Individual initiative, is an immensely powerful one. Brownies can earn a Healthy Heart badge, and 2008’s Aim HI resource is designed to integrate positive messages about nutrition and physical activity, amongst other issues concerning healthy lifestyles, into our programme across the entire age range. Our holistic approach to our activities programme means that girls explore nutrition, physical activity, body image and self-esteem in relation to each other rather than as isolated curriculum elements. Our units also provide safe, girl-only spaces in which girls can explore these issues with maximum positive effect and when they are at their most receptive.

	8
	Child protection

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK is one of the organisations leading the way in ensuring the continuing development of good practice in child protection issues. We support the continuation of free Criminal Record Bureau checks for volunteers. Such checks are in addition to our own stringent procedures to ensure the protection of girls and young women in our care.

We welcome the introduction of the responsibility to report abuse as a positive way to ensure that taking child protection seriously is the responsibility of everyone in society.  We eagerly await the outcome of Dr Eileen Munro’s review and support the highest standards of child protection within the voluntary sector.  

	9
	Government support for the voluntary sector

Proactive
	Volunteer organisations such as Girlguiding UK fulfil a vital role in society.  We welcome the recognition of this in the Big Society agenda and would value the opportunity to work with the Government in developing this. With 44,000 girls currently on waiting-to-join lists due to a lack of adult volunteers we particularly welcome the introduction of measures to encourage more people to start volunteering. 

However, we are concerned that proposals to create a new generation of community organisers could overlook organisations already working in and engaged with communities, and believe that existing best practice should be accompanied by support from both national and local government.

In order for the Big Society agenda to be fully realised the Government must consult with the voluntary sector and make full use of its experience and expertise. 

	10
	Youth participation

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK is working towards making youth participation an integral part of our decision-making processes. Our youth forums, peer education projects and girl-led approach to guiding already shape and inform our work. We support the Government in its work in this area.

	12
	Sex and relationships education

Proactive with target audiences
	Girlguiding UK believes that it has a responsibility to respond in a positive way to the sex and relationships education needs of our young membership.  

Girlguiding UK provides a safe, girl only space in which positive relationships with peers and adult leaders are fostered.  Within this framework our programme actively engages girls and young women on the issues of self esteem, peer pressure, relationships and emotional health and wellbeing, in an age appropriate manner.  Through the activities they participate in, our members develop emotional resilience and skills for happy, healthy and safe relationships throughout life. 

As part of this we seek to provide members with individually relevant information about sex and relationships, with a primary focus on delivery through peer education backed by the existing supportive relationship with leaders. As with all our programme initiatives we have consulted widely with our members on this issue to enable us to develop a programme that meets the requirements of our membership, both youth and adult.

We recognise that Girlguiding UK and our leaders are not experts on these issues.  We therefore seek the assistance of expert partners to ensure the accuracy, quality and impartiality of any information provided and to enable leaders less comfortable with these issues to access third party expertise to consistently ensure appropriate help for our young members.

Following membership consultation, we have developed resources with expert assistance from Brook, the sexual advisory service for young people, which provide our leaders with tools to confidently discuss sex and relationships and sexuality issues in a sensitive and age appropriate manner. 

	15
	The essence of modern guiding

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK is the largest organisation in the country that provides a safe, girl-only space for girls and young women at the most formative time in their personal and social development. 
Within our girl-only space our members unleash the power of possibility and new skills and experiences promote self-confidence and self-esteem. 

With over half a million young female members we know about girls and have a responsibility towards them.  We speak up on issues of direct concern to our members so their voices can be heard.

We respect the trust placed in us by parents and guardians, which is the foundation of our work.

	16
	Modern guiding and the ambitions of women today

Proactive
	Modern guiding aims to help girls and young women gain the confidence, skills and experiences necessary to broaden their horizons and reach for new goals 

Modern guiding prioritises leadership and management, assuming responsibilty and building teams, caring for others and taking the initiative – skills which our members can take into the rest of their lives, in their family, their work and their communities.

These are our traditional values – applied to the modern world.

	17
	Representing the views of girls and young women

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK is privileged to have over half a million girls and young women as members.  We have unparalleled girl knowledge and the responsibility that comes with it.  It is our duty to speak out for girls, to give a voice to their collective views.

Our Girls’ Attitudes Survey, first launched in 2009, is a comprehensive study of the views of girls and young women from across the UK – not just those involved in guiding - on a range of social, political and economic issues.

Conducting research such as this affords us a unique insight into the views of today’s girls and young women which enables us to contribute to debates about issues directly relevant to them both in the UK and across the world. 

	18
	Our programme is modern, girl-led and relevant

Proactive
	Our programme is constantly evolving, keeping pace with modern times.  We promote learning through doing. And it is fun.

Modern guiding believes in empowering girls and young women to make the right choices for themselves and those around them. Our programme is designed so our girls and young women work together in small groups, taking as many of their own decisions as possible about how they spend their time.  They choose their own priorities within a national framework of activities.

Our programme makes our safe female-only space relevant to the ambitions of the girls and young women in our care. Millions of successful women can testify that skills and experiences they gained from guiding have served them well throughout their lives.

	19
	The role of adult volunteers

Proactive
	So many girls and young women currently want to join guiding – there are more than 44,000 on our lists – that we urgently need more adult volunteers in order to open and run new units.

Our 60,000 adult volunteers are regular people with regular lives. They give time according to their work and life commitments. You could do it too.

None of our volunteers gets paid but they all get high quality training. And they all make friends, have fun and get a better CV into the bargain.

Adult volunteers form the bedrock of the trust that parents have in guiding.

	20
	Access for all – promoting diversity

Proactive
	Guiding has always been open to members from all communities – modern guiding is about actively promoting access for all regardless of their ethnicity, religion, sexuality or physical abilities.

These days, as a top priority, modern guiding fosters greater diversity by targeting girls, young women and adult volunteers from minority communities.

We welcome members from all religious and ethnic backgrounds. Our units are run in diverse communities all over the UK, and the activities of groups reflect the interests of the girls and young women within their communities.

We are active in socially disadvantaged areas. We encourage local volunteers to engage with girls and young women from a diverse range of communities to introduce them to opportunities that would otherwise be hidden from them. In particular we are focusing on recruiting new adult volunteers from these areas.

We ensure that cost is not a barrier in preventing girls from low income families from taking part by keeping subscriptions low and subsidising activities in areas of need.

We have a history of extending horizons for our members with disabilities. We are eager to promote even greater access for those with disabilities, with grants to support engagement in our activities.  



	24
	Extended services in schools (Formerly extended schools)

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK believes the extended schools agenda has been a positive development and welcomes the requirement for all schools to provide extended services by 2010.  As delivery continues it is vital that children, schools and education authorities do not miss out on the added value Girlguiding UK and similar organisations can bring.  Such additional activities provide a complementary dimension to balance extended services provision.  Heads and governors are increasingly aware of the benefit Girlguiding UK can add to their own provision.  Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units have a strong track record of providing safe, high-quality and fun activities in tune with the broader educational agenda.  

Girlguiding UK sees extended services as a great opportunity to work with schools and local education authorities to deliver fun activities led by the interests and needs of girls.  

	25
	Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK supports the Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto, which is in tune with the ethos, purpose and style of delivery of guiding activities. We are keen to bring our expertise in this area into debates and decisions at both national and local levels. We are also eager to provide a wide range of opportunities for girls to learn outside the classroom in different settings, including enabling schools to make maximum effective use of our Training and Activity Centres as excellent resources.

	26
	Things to do, places to go

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK supports the requirement for all local authorities to provide access to information for young people on the positive activities that are taking place in their local area. We particularly welcome the emphasis on incorporating young peoples’ views when determining the provision of such educational and recreational activities. 

We remain concerned to ensure that any provision should include girl-only opportunities as girls themselves have told us they value and need these spaces. We would encourage local authorities not to overlook these we would encourage local authorities to think innovatively about the youth services they provide and to ensure that they meet the particular needs of the young people in their area.  

We support youth activity signposting services and hope to work with the relevant bodies to develop a model which will enable more girls to find out about guiding units in their area. We are always seeking to extend the reach of Girlguiding UK’s expertise and girl-led programmes in to areas that have traditionally been harder to reach and believe this programme to be another key tool in achieving this.

	27
	Local engagement

Proactive 
	We encourage local guiding to find out about opportunities and initiatives locally, with the view to take advantage of opportunities presented for partnership working (within the public, private or third sector). 

	32
	Ethical partnerships
Proactive
	Where it is in the interest of the organisation and its members Girlguiding UK will enter into partnerships with other bodies.  All partners must subscribe to our ethical partnerships criteria to ensure that partnerships are appropriate. For more information on entering into partnership with Girlguiding UK or on our ethical partnerships policy please contact the Partnerships team on: Donna.Holland@girlguiding.org.uk or 020 7834 6242 ext.2043



	33
	National Citizen Service

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK supports the values that underpin the National Citizen Service - of providing opportunities for young people to have new experiences, meet new people and gain new skills - and welcomes the increased focus that has been placed on the benefits of volunteering.  

At the present time Girlguiding UK does not intend to bid to be a provider of the National Citizen Service. However we would urge any young woman who has taken part in this scheme to consider continuing their contribution to the community by supporting a local unit as a volunteer with Girlguiding UK.

	34
	Data protection
Proactive
	Girlguiding UK takes data protection extremely seriously.  We work within the 1998 Data Protection Act and take all reasonable care to prevent unauthorised access to the personal data we hold.  

	35
	Social networking

Proactive
	Girlguiding UK makes use of social networking as a way of engaging with members and providing them with information and updates about guiding.   

We currently have a presence on Bebo and YouTube along with several Facebook profiles and Twitter feeds. We actively promote safe internet usage amongst our young members and seek to promote and share best practice.


