Proactive Guidance Notes


Girlguiding UK Policy Statements

Guidance Notes
What is a policy statement?
A policy statement provides an agreed form of words to explain Girlguiding UK’s position on a particular topic for the benefit of a range of audiences. 

These topics may originate from guiding policy (e.g. no.22 – The Promise and the Law) or from wider public policy (e.g. no.25 Extended Schools). 

The one thing in common with all these issues is that they are topics we may reasonably be expected to comment upon as they are relevant to our central purpose as a youth organisation.
What do Girlguiding UK’s policy statements provide?
Girlguiding UK’s policy statements offer an agreed form of words on the following topics:
	1.
	Violence against women (Proactive)
	2.
	Sexual orientation (Reactive)
	3.
	Girls and drugs (Proactive)

	4.
	Environment (Reactive)
	5.
	Hire charges for school premises (Proactive)
	6.
	Women in society (Proactive)

	7.
	Obesity in children and adolescents (Proactive)
	8.
	Child protection (Proactive)
	9.
	Government support for the voluntary sector (Proactive)

	10.
	Connexions (Reactive)
	11.
	Youth participation (Proactive)
	12.
	Adolescent pregnancies (Reactive)

	13.
	Relationships and sex education (Proactive)
	14.
	Abortion (Reactive)
	15.
	Volunteers aged over 65 (Reactive)

	16.
	The essence of modern guiding (Proactive)
	17.
	Modern guiding and the ambitions of women today (Proactive)
	18.
	Representing the views of girls and young women (Proactive)

	19.
	The modernity and relevance of our girl-led programme (Proactive)
	20.
	The role of adult volunteers (Proactive)
	21.
	Access for all – promoting diversity (Proactive)

	22.
	The Promise and the Law: our framework of values (Reactive)
	23.
	Guiding and religion (Reactive)
	24.
	Guiding and the Monarchy (Reactive)

	25.
	Extended schools (Proactive)
	26.
	Learning outside the classroom (Proactive)
	27. 
	Things to do, places to go (Proactive)

	28. 
	Local engagement (Proactive)
	29. 
	Every Child Matters (Proactive)
	30. 
	Safety at International Camps (Reactive)

	31.
	Waiting to Join Lists (Reactive)
	32. 
	Safeguarding Risk (Reactive)
	33. 
	Safe girl-only space (Reactive)


Why have the statements been produced?
The policy statements have been produced to enable you to feel confident when:

· Communicating the views that underpin Girlguiding UK’s position on issues that might be of interest, concern or relevance to a range of audiences
· Educating stakeholders about Girlguiding UK policy.
· Responding to enquiries from a wide range of stakeholders about Girlguiding UK’s position on certain reoccurring topics.

Who or what are Girlguiding UK stakeholders?
Girlguiding UK stakeholders include any person or organisation with an interest or link to our work. At all levels (division, county, regional and national), stakeholders can include young members, adult volunteers, MPs, civil servants, journalists, head teachers, donors and parents etc. 
How the policy statements should be used

The statements are designed to be used – without the need to seek permission - as they are. They can also be adapted to apply to specific division, county, regional or national situations. 

Each statement is marked proactive or reactive.
Proactive policy statements

These statements can be used by volunteers and staff in conversations, speeches, presentations, proposals, interviews, meetings or written articles and when responding to an enquiry about Girlguiding UK.

If you wish to make an alteration that changes the sense of any statement, please check the revisions with Girlguiding UK’s PR and Public Affairs team.
Reactive policy statements
These statements should only be used to respond to a specific request for information about our position on a certain topic.
For more information, and the full text of reactive statements, please contact Girlguiding UK’s PR and Public Affairs team.

Using part of a statement

It will not always be necessary to use the whole of a position statement when proactively targeting a particular audience or when reactively responding to enquiries. Therefore it is perfectly acceptable to use part of a statement, or a combination of statements to support your message. The only stipulation is that any wording used should always be drawn from these approved position statements.

Reviewing the statements
The statements are reviewed annually by the Marketing and Communications Committee prior to being approved by the Executive Committee. This annual review process takes place each September.
To take into account the dynamic nature of the external debate it may be necessary to amend or add statements in-between annual reviews. If you feel that an issue is either re-occurring frequently in discussion with stakeholders, or has arisen as a direct result of external events (e.g. incidences reported in the media) then contact the Policy and Public Affairs Manager who will be able to advise whether an interim statement should be produced.

Distribution list
· The Executive Committee

· Regional Chiefs

· County Commissioners

· Country, region and county volunteer Public Relations Advisors (PRAs)

· CHQ, trading and TAC staff

Contact details for the PR and Public Affairs team
For further information or clarification, please contact Kaisu Fagan, PR and Public Affairs Manager on tel: 020 7592 1803 (direct) or email kaisu.fagan@girlguiding.org.uk.
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