Guidance on Participation in PRIDE Events

Summary

This document has been produced in response to queries from members and leaders about taking part in local PRIDE events. 

Sometimes known as Gay Pride, these events have now become widespread across the UK and globally. Increasingly they take the form of festivals and are marketed at a wide section of the local community.  Some are highly commercial, whilst others are organised by volunteers. There are also ‘spin off’ events, such as the PRIDE run in London, which attracts a range of club runners many of whom have no link to the gay community. In some areas guiding members have expressed a desire to get involved with PRIDE events and in others leaders have been contacted by the organisers and invited to take part. This guidance is intended for those who have an existing interest in taking part or have received an enquiry.

However, it is important to remember that the history of PRIDE, going over several decades is one of politicised marches seeking to highlight discrimination and to promote ‘gay rights’.  This document aims to help leaders make an informed choice about whether and how to participate in PRIDE activities locally.

Introduction

Participation in Pride events, like any other local / community event needs to be carefully considered.

Find out about your local event

If you are thinking of getting involved in a specific event make sure you are clear about its atmosphere, environment and the organiser’s objectives.  As mentioned above some PRIDE events are community festivals which celebrate diversity and are relatively child friendly. Others actively promote different types of sexuality through clothing, behaviour, banners etc. Try to talk to someone who has been before or consider attending as an individual the first time and postponing a guiding presence until you are sure that you, other members who may go with you (and where relevant their parents) will be comfortable.

Girls, young women and adults

Many PRIDE activities are linked to campaigning in some way. Whilst this does not mean they should automatically be excluded from guiding, care should be taken to avoid endorsing a particular political position on behalf of Girlguiding UK. For this reason it may be better to limit participation to girls and young women who are old enough to understand the issues involved in the activity and to make an informed decision about whether or not they wish to attend. In this way we are supporting girls and young women to be active citizens and promoting advocacy without taking a particular view point.

Lesbian and bi-sexual women who are members of Girlguiding UK may wish to attend PRIDE events in uniform. If you choose to do this, you should bear in mind that it is common for the media to attend PRIDE events so you may want to talk through with your local PRA what response you would give if asked for an interview – again, bearing in mind the need to ensure that you do not find yourself endorsing a particular political position on behalf of Girlguiding UK.

Parades 

Generally speaking the place of parades (especially those which involve any kind of marching) in modern guiding is limited to times where it is traditional and respectful for guiding to have a presence in the context of a local community, for example in some areas it is appropriate for Guides to march with flags in the town’s remembrance day parade.  Care needs to be taken in considering participation in other types of marches and parades as representatives of Girlguiding UK and the messages and impressions that this will communicate.

Particular care should be taken to ensure that you are not inadvertently supporting a political campaign- this is best done by researching the event as described above.

Stalls and Recruitment activities

By running a stall (or something along those lines) at a Pride event local guiding can show that we are a diverse and non-discriminatory organisation that is open to all girls and young women.  

A guiding presence at a PRIDE event may result in the recruitment of girls or adults. Care should be taken in any recruitment activity to stress that guiding is open to all girls and young women who wish to join us. This would help to avoid a concern that we were specifically targeting, for example lesbian and bi-sexual leaders.

Helpful Links

Pages from Guiding manual and website

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/your-rights/sexual-orientation/what-does-sexual-orientation-mean/)

http://www.flagscouts.org.uk/
links to safe space

